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The New Economic Geography has focused attention once again on the role of 
trade in the spatial economy.  Drawing on analysis of the Brazilian, Chinese, 
Japanese and US economies, attention will be directed to the consistency of the 
empirical evidence with some of the theoretical conjectures of NEG.  Part of the 
discord arises from the fact that the empirical record is more recent, making it 
difficult to evaluate fully the effects of different initial conditions.  Further, policy 
interventions within countries as well as institutional organization have been 
different generating further variance in outcomes. 


