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OAbstract

The aim of this study is to investigate one of the condition for the model of Sustainable
Society in the face of population decline. Especially from Japanese cultural point of view,
we carried out the survey on the attitude toward Japanese Clothing and relationship in
the local community at three different areas. “Higashiyama” was selected for the model
of the old type community in Kyoto where becomes the aging society so rapidly. “Nishijin”
was selected for the model of the typical area where the old residents and the newcomers
are living next door in the center of Kyoto city. This area is also well-known for famous
production center of Kimono, which is called Nishijin-ori. And for the comparison of
those two areas, new community in “Ibaraki” city, Osaka prefecture was selected.

From the survey, it became clear that the contemporary life in Japan are not suitable
to wear Japanese traditional clothing, especially Kimono, any more. And the situation
to wear Kimono is limited to some special events. Moreover, Kimono is regarded as
expensive clothing and its maintenance is rather difficult. These conditions keep people
away from casual uses. These results are commonly observed in three areas.

Whereas, consciousness for the community is clearly different by districts.
“Convention” is regarded as the most important thing in “Higashiyama” and “Partnership”
is regarded as the most important thing in “Ibaraki”’.  On the other hand, “Nishijin” could
be categorized to 2 types by forms of living. The tendency of inhabitant in a detached
house was similar to “Higashiyama” type and the tendency of inhabitant living in a
apartment house was similar to “Ibaraki” type. Simultaneously, their interests and
understandings to Japanese Clothing are superior, compared to other two areas.

As a result, it is suggested that the cultural exchange becomes one of the keys for
community activation.
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