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A study on the relation with local community to church in Kyoto-city
Kasumi Susaki  Ryukoku University

Abstract

Recently in urbanized areas in Japan, traditional community become weak and it becomes issues to secure sufficient
personnel to keep communities. Because of this situation, new residents who live in newly built apartment houses become targets
as responsible community members and also become members of residents” association. There are many trial to make them joined
residents’ association. The number of traditional communities are also organized as communities of a Shinto shrine, but in recent
years the consciousness of a member of community of Shinto shrine is become fading away and in some cases the concept of that
has lost. It makes the situation more difficult.

On the other hand at the time of the earthquake disaster in Hanshin-Awaji, Churches supports disaster victims by organized
way with community. And also that of Higashi-Nihon Churches had organized actions. These cases show that churches have the
ability to take responsibilities in communities. In fact some Churches support foreign residents in Japan. From now on it is expected
that globalization goes on and the number of foreigners living in Japan will increase. Probably it makes the role of Churches in
community will increase.

However Churches have a part of responsibility in community, there is probability that they prevent to support the Japanese
traditional events that are originally from Shinto shrine or Buddhism. Because Christianity has only one God and it prohibits to pray
for anything except its only God. In case of that it is important to manage religious related things in community or residents’
association. And it is one of the most important thing that Japanese society will become multicultural society. To be the symbiosis
society with multi culture is now a policy of Japan.

In this paper Churches’ attitude to Japanese traditional events that are originally from Shinto shrine or Buddhism have been
investigated by a questionnaire to pastors or priests of churches inside Kyoto-city. Because Kyoto-city has many communities
which have traditional events related to religion and local government of Kyoto-city try to use one of such kind of event called

‘Zizo-bon’ which is originally from a Buddhism event to pray children’s health and grow up well.
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