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Influence of Policy Efforts in Local Municipalities on Migration in Japan

Shikoku University ~ Akiko KONDO™
Tokushima University = Akio KONDO

We are facing serious problems related to population decline, the falling birth rate and the aging population in Japan.
Conceming the population issue, especially, excessive concentration of population and industry into Tokyo
metropolitan area is a serious problem in forming a balanced national land and advancing economic activities in local
regions. These problems lead to a reduction in production power as well as a decrease in the vitality of local society. In
this situation, many municipalities have difficulties to sustain their communities. Almost all of local municipalities have
great concerns on migration and they consider taking these issues into policies. In other words, as it is very important to
prevent an outflow of population from their own regions and to promote an inflow of population from other regions,
they are seeking effective migration policies.

The aims of this study are as follows. (DWe clarify the trend of migration in Japan. (2)We organize the factors of
migration which are based on actual migrants by age groups and (clarify the directions of current regional policies in
each municipality of Japan. In addition, @it is clarified that the degree of effects of migration factors and policies on
migration between regions.

We explain the method and content of this study below.

(D The relationship between the types of regions and the kinds of problems is revealed by understanding details of
actual migration. In fact, sometime, we can see phenomena of migration in two regions are different, even though
certain values of index are same in both regions. For example, even if the regions which have same numbers of excess
outflow of population are seen, some regions have many both outflow and inflow of population, on the contrary, the
regions with few both of them exist. In this kind of case, regional policies that they take in the future should be different
in regions.

@ We clarify the factors of migration which are based on actual migrants by age groups as well as genders using
data of the questionnaire survey performed by National Institute of Population and Social Security Research. As there
are various migration factors based on life stages, such as when people enter a high school or a university, when they
are employed, when they choose a place to live for bring up children etc., we reveal migration factors by age groups.
Particularly, a migration factor at the time of the marriage has a big gap between genders, and it is necessary to clarify
factors of migration by genders.

(3 We analyze a suitable policy which each municipality should take in the future, based on the questionnaire
survey conducted by ourselves in 2013. The characteristics of current regional policy are clarified by climate, culture
and the local scales.

@ We construct a model of in-flow and out-flow of migration based on the theory of regional difference in utility.
This model enables us to understand how each migration factor effects migration. In addition, we can perform a
simulation analysis by using this model. As for constructing the model, we assume that various factors, local
characteristics and important degree of regional policies etc. as well as regional difference in utility which affects
migration. We consider regional policies depending on regional characteristics based on the results.

We can provide useful information for clarifying the details concerning migration which is one of the most
fundamental and important issues for solving the current regional problems in Japan.
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