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Hokkaido Shinkansen between Shin-Aomori and Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto (148.8km) was opened on March
26, 2016, and extension to Sapporo (around 211km) is under construction.

Both Shinkansen train (1435mm gauge, maximum speed 260km/h) and freight train (1067mm gauge,
maximum speed 110km/h) are operated on the same track named as “Seikan share operation section
(around 82km, include Seikan Tunnel)”.

Before beginning the commercial operation, some technical problems were found on the simultaneous of
Shinkansen train and freight train. To solve those problems, MLIT organized a working group (WG). A
temporary solution was reported from WG on January 18, 2016.

Government and the ruling parties decided a temporary solution. This solution was to reduce the
maximum speed of Shinkansen train. Therefore, current operation speed of Shinkansen train on “Seikan
share operation section” have to be reduced to 140km/h. Although this solution is said to be temporary, final
solution has not come yet.

What is the perfect solution? And what is the WG doing? The WG persists in the technical view, but the
study for those problems requires perspective intelligence derived from regional science.

We reviewed social benefits of freight trains operation pass through Seikan tunnel, social loss caused by
abandonment of freight train service pass through Seikan tunnel, scheme of Shinkansen development, and
S0 on.

And we will propose a perfect solution; high speed freight train operation on Hokkaido Shinkansen.
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