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The effects of a railway as a public transportation on an area
-The case study of Yokkaichi Asunarou Railway

Tatsuki Horigo* (Graduate school of Intercultural communication Ryukoku University)
Kasumi Susaki (Faculty of International Studies Ryukoku University)

In Japan, public transportation is beginning to be attached greater importance as the countermeasure
against the increase in mobility-impaired people and the way of the regeneration of urban area. Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport (MLIT) says that improving public transportation in urban area needs to make a
comprehensive plan which contains not only a transportation but also community planning.

“Yokkaichi Asunarou Railway’(YAR) was started in April 2015. The operating company was changed
to “Yokkaichi Asunarou Railway’ from “Kintetsu Corporation”. It was applied “Scheme of separating
infrastructure and operation” and then, it operates “Act on Revitalization and Rehabilitation of Local Public
Transportation Systems”. Municipality of Yokkaichi, Mie Prefecture became an owner of the equipment and YAR
took charge of train service. However, before YAR started, there were efforts by the member of municipality,
wayside residents, people who are related on schools, NPO, councilors.

After YAR started, the number of passengers decreases because of a price increase but the wayside
residents’ consciousness are being changed. Therefore volunteer activities related on this line were carried out 83
times a year. The rail side high school is continuing efforts for this line with the NPO.

One and half year passed since “Yokkaichi Asunarou Railway” started in April 2015, Yokkaichi city, the
train company and the citizen have to improve transportation in Yokkaichi especially this line. And community
planning should be carried out using this line.

This paper reports the result of investigation about a detail of how YAR was established, and the
activities related on this rail and the effects of this line on community planning. It has been investigated by
refering to documents of MLIT and Yokkaichi and interviewing to YAR staff, municipal staff of Yokkaichi, the

members of the school, the NPO, the literates. Also, its current situation and future problems are reported in this

paper.
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